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MAR+INVEST
Business Development and Finance Facility of the Mesoamerican Reef
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The Mesoamerican Reef

Includes the largest barrier reef in the Atlantic Ocean.

Largest transboundary reef ï4 countries with over 1000 

km of coastline.

Biologically diverse, with endangered and charismatic 

species (manatees, whale sharks, Acropora sp., 

groupers).

MAR reefs are ñupstreamò and ecologically connected to 

Florida, Cuba, and Bahamas.

Cultural diversity (Q'eqchiô, Mopan, Yucatec Maya, 

Garifuna, Miskito).

Reef-dependent population nearly 3M. 

https://globalfundcoralreefs.org/
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The Mesoamerican Reef: Whatôs at risk

If the MAR continues to decline, by 2030 the per annum 

value of the system could fall by US$ 3.1 Billion (tourism, 

fisheries, coastal development). Conversely, a shift towards 

healthy reefs by 2030 could unlock an additional US$ 2.5 

Billion annually across the three sectors1.

As per the 2021 economic valuation supported by the 

Interamerican Development Bank, the annual value of the 

MAR is US$ 4.5 Billion, integrated by reef-related tourism 

(US$ 3.9 B), reef-related fisheries (US$ 183 M), and 

shoreline protection (between US$ 320 and US$ 438 M).

1UN Environment, ISU, ICRI and Trucost 2018. The Coral Reef Economy: The business case for 

investment in the protection, preservation and enhancement of coral reef health. 36pp 
Ian Drysdale
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MAR+Invest Goal

To unlock private capital for 

investment in reef conservation in 

the MAR ecoregion

Joel Antonio Amaya Guillén
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A multi-stakeholder approach that develops and finances enterprises that 
generate coral positive outcomes and market returns.

A new blended finance model for the MAR that brings together:

Expertise in conservation, entrepreneurship, investment and evaluation of coral 
ecosystems, and different types of capital (commercial, philanthropic, 
development, public)  

Designed to unlock private investment by overcoming the barriers that lead to 
the systemic lack of funding and development support for projects delivering 
MAR positive outcomes.

The MAR+Invest Solution 

Fundación Albatros


